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March 13, 2009
The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I’m writing to ask for your help in resolving an unfortunate situation involving the dislocation of
the local gun club from their longstanding shooting range near the Deschutes County city of
Redmond, Oregon, and efforts to locate a new facility on land belonging to the Bureau of L.and
Management.

The problem started when the Redmond Rod and Gun Club was notified that their current
location on county-owned land is being sold for economic development and community
expansion. Forced to find a new location, the club formed an innovative partnership with
regional law enforcement agencies and the Oregon Military Department and set their sights, if
you will, on near-by BLM land for a new recreational shooting and training range that could also
be used for military and law enforcement training.

Initially, local Bureau of Land Management (BLM) officials encouraged the partnership as a
positive way to avoid developing multiple, duplicative shooting ranges. With more than 75
percent of Deschutes County federally owned, there are few options for this type of facility. So,
the BLM support and enthusiasm was welcome. Unfortunately, it was short lived. In December,
the BLM notified the partnership that the proposed site would be both extremely expensive to
consider — with costs borne by the proponents — and require from two to five years to approve.

Since learning of the BLM requirements, the National Guard and the Deschutes County Sheriff
have begun investigating other options to serve their training needs. However, Redmond Rod
and Gun Club remains interested in a training range near Redmond as do officials of the
Redmond Police Department, Crook County Sheriff, and Prineville Police Department.

I am asking that you work with me, my staff and the Deschutes County government to identify
and establish the best possible location on BLM land for this facility in the area between
Redmond and Powell Butte, Oregon. The two-to-five-year time frame suggested by the BLM
seems unreasonable to me given that these functions — military training, law enforcement
training, and recreational shooting — are important, well-established uses on federal land in
central Oregon. Of course, I stand ready to assist with the implementation of any conceptual
agreement, should one be reached.

Ron Wyden
United States Senator
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